How to know the Indian Waders.               ITS

The Knot.

Tringa camdus, BLANFORD,   "Faun.    Brit,   lad.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 278,

The Knot is a rather short-legged, thick-set bird, with a
comparatively short bill, blunt and straight. There are
no webs at the "base of the toes, which point distinguishes
it from the other large Sandpipers, except the next species,
The plumage, drab above, and white below, shows nothing
remarkable; the upper tail-coverts are white barred
with black. In summer it becomes largely brick-red.
The bill is black and the feet greenish. The length is nine
inches, with the wing six. bill and shank each rather over
the inch.

The Knot, which breeds in the high northern regions of
the Old World, and performs enormous migrations, reach-
ing even South Africa, Australia and Brazil in winter,
was supposed by Dr. Blanford, not to occur in India, but
to have been confused with the next species by Jerdon and
Biyth, who recorded it from Madras and Calcutta. The
only Knot I ever saw in India, however, was one I got in
the Calcutta Bazaar on January 16th, 1902, which un-
doubtedly belonged to this species, so no doubt the old
authorities were right, and the Knot does sometimes visit
us, though not commonly.

The Eastern Knot.

Tringa crassirostris, BLANFORD, Faun. Brit. Ind.,
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 277.

This is a larger bird than the last, but otherwise generally
resembles it in winter ; in summer it is not nearly so red,
having none of this colour below, but many dark spots.

The tipper tail-coverts are all white.    It is nearly a foot